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PRESCHOOL SPEECH & LANGUAGE SCREENINGS 

 

What is a ‘Screening’?  

 

Screening is sometimes used by speech-language pathologists (S-LP) to help identify those who 

may require an assessment. It does not determine the presence or absence of a communication 

disorder, nor does it provide a profile of communication difficulties and strengths. Screenings are 

helpful when a child’s guardians are wondering whether it is worthwhile to arrange a full 

assessment. 

 

 
Sample of tools used when screening children’s speech and language. 

 
The purpose of an assessment is to identify/diagnose or rule out speech or language disorders. 

An assessment yields a profile of communication strengths and difficulties and prognosis for 

improvement with treatment. If treatment is recommended, an assessment informs treatment 

planning and recommendations. 

 

    
Samples of tools using during the assessment of children’s language (left) and speech (right). 

 

A screening usually takes no more than 30 minutes, requires minimal analysis by the S-LP, and 

can be summarized in a one-page written report. An assessment can require 1-3 hours of a client’s 

time depending on the purpose of the evaluation. For every hour of testing with the client, the S-
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LP requires up to two hours for analysis, documentation, and report writing. The final written report 

is multiple pages and contains information both for the child’s parents and other professionals 

(e.g., teachers, doctors, other S-LPs). 

 

What Happens During a Screening? 

 

Intake and history: 

1. The S-LP obtains and documents the informed consent of the child’s 

legal guardian(s) for the screening. If someone other than the legal 

guardian(s) is bringing the child for their screening appointment 

(e.g., their grandparent), this consent can be provided in advance. 

The screening cannot be done without consent. 

2. The guardian(s) will provide basic contact information (e.g., 

address). 

3. The child’s guardian(s) provides some information about language 

milestones and family history of speech and language difficulties. 

 

Hearing:  

1. The S-LP looks briefly in the child’s ears. 

2. The child listens to several beeps and indicates (in an age-

appropriate way) if they have heard them. 

 

Speech and language (depending on age): 

1. The S-LP listens to any concerns the child’s guardian(s) may have. 

2. The S-LP observes the child’s behaviours.  

3. The S-LP looks in the child’s mouth. 

4. The child is shown plates of images and asked to point to or name 

specific pictures.  

5. The child answers questions. 

6. The S-LP listens to what the child says during their interaction and 

makes note of pronunciation, grammar, and any stuttering. 

 

Summary: 

1. At the end of the appointment, the S-LP will share whether the child received a ‘pass’ or 

‘refer’ result. Sometimes they may wish to look at the data more closely before 

communicating a result. 

2. If a child receives a ‘refer’ result in any area, the S-LP will provide information about options 

for next steps and make referrals as needed (e.g., a hearing test at the Dalhousie Audiology 

Clinic). 

3. After the appointment, the S-LP will summarize the results of the screening in a one-page 

report and mail this to the child’s guardian(s). 


